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 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION/SHS BOOSTERS GOLF TOURNAMENT PLANNED 

The Susquehannock All Sports Booster Club 
and the Susquehannock Alumni Association are 
co-sponsoring a celebrity golf tournament on 
Friday, May 16, 2014 at Hickory Heights Golf 
Course, in Spring Grove. Highlighting the event 
will be a host of celebrities, awards, door prizes, 
and an opportunity to play one of York County’s 
most challenging and well maintained courses. 
A silent auction for unique sports memorabilia 
and other items is also a part of the day.   

All proceeds of this benefit will be used to help 
fund a scholarship for one senior student athlete 
for each varsity sport at Susquehannock High 
School (24 scholarships in all) and A lumni 
Association programs, including continued work 
on the Susquehannock High School Alumni 

Field House.  Since inception over $72,000 has 
been raised. 

Registration is limited to 128 pl ayers (32 
foursomes). The tournament begins at 9:30 a.m. 
The cost is $85 per person or $340 per 
foursome. The cost also includes a c ontinental 
breakfast and hot luncheon. For more information, 
contact Chuck Abbott, Susquehannock High 
School Athletic Director, 717-235-4811, ext. 4240, 
or by email, chuck.abbott@sycsd.org  For a 
registration form, click here. Hole sponsorships 
are also available. For information about sponsoring 
a hole, click here.  
 

This is the perfect opportunity to spend an 
enjoyable day off with good friends.  

 

Athletic Director Chuck Abbott (L) presents team prize (L-
R) to Jeff Nycum, Brad McAlester (celebrity) Rick 

Kensinger, Chuck Erickson, and Art Partner. 

Susquehannock High School Students Present Bye Bye Birdie! 
Susquehannock High School Theatre presents the musical, Bye 
Bye Birdie! April 4-6, 2014. The story takes place in 1958 and is 
a satire on A merican pop culture, based in particular on E lvis 
Presley.  
 
Ticket prices are $10 for adults ($11 at the door) and $8 for 
students/senior citizens ($9 at the door). The cost for children 
(ages 10 and under) is $6 ($7 at the door).  

For more information, click here. 
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT – CAMERON MITCHELL ‘37 
It reads like a movie script. You can easily 
imagine it on t he silver screen: Son of 
country preacher realizes dream; moves to 
Hollywood and becomes star. Cameron 
Mitchell, a proud member of New Freedom 
High School Class of 1937 lived that dream 
and by the end of his career listed over 300 
Broadway, screen, and television credits 
spanning six decades. 

Cameron was born in 
Dallastown, Pennsylvania, 
but moved to the Shrews-
bury area as a child when 
his father   became pastor of 
the Trinity and R eformed 
Church on South Main 
Street. He was Cameron 
Mitzel then, but later 
changed his name because 
of concerns about pursuing 
an acting career in the war 
years with a G erman-
sounding name. 

Cameron became active in 
local sports and excelled in 
baseball. He played on town 
teams as a teenager, even though his 
sports interests competed with his 
participation in local theater. His exceptional 
talent had c ome to the attention of Helena 
Hartenstein, who taught French, Latin, and 
English at New Freedom High School.  

With her encouragement and guidance, he 
appeared in several community productions 
in the Trail Theater in New Freedom and at 
the American Legion Theater in York. He 
even appeared on B roadway in a m odern- 
dress version of Taming of the Shrew while 
a high school student.  

But his baseball talent also drew attention, 
and he was offered a c ontract with the 
Detroit Tigers. Upon graduation, he faced 
the difficult choice between a bas eball 
career and an acting career.  

He chose the latter, and began looking for 
his big break. He worked in two shows on 
Broadway before the outbreak of World War 
II, but to little acclaim.  

After his service as a bombardier in the U.S. 
Army Air Corps, he faced another career 

decision: continue his military career by 
attending West Point or return to acting. 
Again, he c hose the latter, moving to 
Hollywood and g etting progressively larger 
parts in a dozen or so MGM and Columbia 
movies over four years. His most significant 
work during this period was with Clark 
Gable in Homecoming and Command 
Decision. His first starring role was in the 

1949 production of Leather 
Gloves.  

His first serious critical 
recognition came in 1949 
from his role as Happy in 
the original Broadway 
production of Death of a 
Salesman. The production 
was directed by Elia 
Kazan, whom Cameron 
had met at the renowned 
Actors Studio in New York 
City where both were 
original members. Kazan 
was one of  the founding 
directors and C ameron 
was among the first acting 
students. He reprised 

Happy in the movie version after the show’s 
successful Broadway run.   

His performance attracted the interest of 
Twentieth Century Fox, where he worked on 
contract through the early 1950’s, appearing 
in memorable films like: How to Marry a 
Millionaire with Marilyn Monroe; Carousel 
with Gordon MacRae and Shirley Jones; 
Desiree with Marlon Brando; and , No Down 
Payment with Joanne Woodward and Tony 
Randall.   

These were the early days of television and 
he guest starred in many major dramas of 
the decade, including Bonanza, The 
Untouchables, Wagon Train, Kraft Theater, 
U.S. Steel Hour, and Studio One.  

When the contract era of Hollywood ended 
in the early 60’s, he beg an making movies 
in Europe. The movie industry in France, 
Germany, Spain, and I taly was in its infant 
stage and there was a strong market there 
for U.S actors. Cameron admittedly 
embarked on t his part of his career for the 
money and t he tax-benefit of working 

Mark.Rill
Typewritten Text

Mark.Rill
Typewritten Text



abroad. He was cast in starring roles, but 
his movies were not memorable. 

He returned to the United States in 1967 to 
accept a starring role in Hombre with Paul 
Newman. He made many other movies after 
his return, but his career became rooted in 
television. He was a g uest star and l imited 
series regular on many popular shows of 
the 70’s, including: Mod Squad, McCloud, 
The FBI, Night Gallery, Ironside, Medical 
Center, Gunsmoke, Hawaii Five-O, and 
Swiss Family Robinson.  

Undoubtedly, his most successful role was 
Buck Cannon on the series High Chaparral. 
Cameron also listed this show as among his 
favorites, calling it the “best of the Western 
television era.” The show ran for five 
seasons, from 1967 to 1971, and has 
become a c ult classic of sorts, even 
spawning a Cameron Mitchell Fan Club that 
exists to this day. 

While this may have been the peak of his 
career, it was far from over. He worked 
steadily in movies and television until his 
death in 1994. 

Cameron Mitchell maintained connection 
with York County throughout his life and 
some family still lives in the area. He freely 
recognized the key role Helena Hartenstein 
played in his career. He even performed at 
York Little Theatre in 1958, although under 
unusual circumstances. 

His father was a lead in Inherit the Wind and 
Cameron returned home to watch the 
performance. But his father came down with 
the flu and c ould not go on. Cameron 
stepped in to play the role.  

The descriptor “multi-faceted” and “ vers-
atile” are often used when describing his 
work and talent. He was never type-cast 
and was equally comfortable in comedic or 
dramatic settings. He received Academy 
award nominations for his supporting roles 
in Tall Men and Love me or Leave Me. In 
television he was nominated for his work in 
The Oxbow Incident and Man on the Ledge. 

The achievements of Cameron Mitchell ’37 
give us one more reason to be Warrior 
Proud. 

 

BRIAN SELLERS ’71 LEADS EFFORT TO REMEMBER LOCAL STAR 
Cameron Mitchell ‘37 was, without a doubt , the most successful actor to come out of Southern York 
County, and Brian Sellers ‘71, whose father and uncle were Cameron’s boyhood friends, is campaigning 
to create a permanent recognition. 

His ideas include a r ecognition plaque near Mitchell’s boyhood home or a s cholarship through the 
Southern York County School District Foundation honoring both Mitchell and his mentor Helena 
Hartenstein. 

An organizational meeting will be held on March 28 at 6 P.M. at the Glen Rock Ambulance Club building. 

 
 

Schools Battle, Raise Money for Scholarship Program 
The sixth annual Battle of the Buildings raised more than $4,300 for 
student scholarships. Teams from each of the six buildings competed in 
various races and events, while fans from each of the schools packed 
the Susquehannock High School gym and cheered for their teams. 

This year, two teams won the Battle of the Buildings. Southern 
Elementary and S usquehannock High Schools finished with the most 
points and captured this year’s Battle of the Buildings trophies. 
Shrewsbury’s Team also earned the Spirit Award for the event. 

Event coordinator Chuck Abbott thanked all of the volunteers who helped make this year’s Battle of the 
Buildings a success.  In the six years since the inception of the Battle of the Buildings, the District has 
raised more than $26,000 toward student scholarships.

 



(Featured in the photo above are, left to right, 
Mike Spadafore, Dan Costa, Zach Shelley, Joey 
Newton, Tony, Piermatteo, Dan Chambers, Tim 
Wilson and Sammy Miller.) 

KING OF HEARTS TRADITION CONTINUES 
Several Susquehannock High School senior boys competed 
for the title of King of Hearts by collecting the most 
nonperishable foods, paper products, and monetary 
donations. During this year’s competition, the contestants 
collected 850 nonper ishable items and $3, 090 in monetary 
donations, along with gift cards. These items were donated 
to Southern Community Services. 

As part of the yearly King of Hearts event, 10 King of Hearts 
candidates were selected, based upon nominations received 
by fellow students. These students included Daniel Costa, 
Danny Chambers, Sammy Miller, Joey Newton, Tony 
Piermatteo, Zach Shelley, Michael Spadafore, and Timmy 
Wilson. 

During the competition, high school students voted for their 
favorite candidates by placing nonperishable goods in each of the competitor’s decorated box in the high 
school lobby. Students were awarded points, based on the donated food and paper items, or monetary 
donations. The candidate who received the most points through the donations won the competition. 

This year’s king, who was crowned at the school’s pep rally, was Tony Piermatteo, who raised $2,308 
and collected 281 canned goods. Piermatteo’s parents and grandmother attended the rally as he was 
crowned King. 

“We didn’t know he was going to be crowned King”, said, Sharon Piermatteo, Tony’s mom. “We received 
a lot of support from the community.” 

They contacted friends, family members, and as well as his former elementary teachers to help with the 
donations, Sharon Piermatteo said. 

In addition, the first runner up in the King of Hearts competition was Michael Spadafore and the second 
runner up was Zach Shelley. 

 

Girls' Basketball Program Receives Sportsmanship Award 
The Susquehannock High School girls’ basketball program, 
coaches, and fans have been s elected for the Gretchen Wolf 
Swartz Sportsmanship Award for 2014. This is the seventh time 
that the girls’ basketball team has been chosen for this award. 

Each year, the York Chapter of PIAA Basketball Officials chooses 
a girls and boys basketball team from a YAIAA member school. 
The officials look for examples of good sportsmanship in players, 
coaches, and fans. Two traveling trophies are awarded annually 
in recognition of the school's good sportsmanship. The award 
also qualifies two senior members to receive either a $7,500 
scholarship or a $2, 500 scholarship. Applicants for the award 
may be senior players, team managers, or cheerleaders. This is the first year the basketball chapter will 
provide two scholarships in the memory of Gretchen Swartz. 

Gretchen Wolf Swartz was a Y AIAA basketball referee and a  former player, who died of leukemia in 
1997, at the age of 41. Her fellow officials created the award and scholarship fund in her honor. 

Since the beginning of this award in 2001, Susquehannock girls’ and boys’ basketball programs have 
been recognized 11 t imes and s enior student athletes have collected a c ombined total of more than 
$30,000 in scholarship money,” said Athletic Director Chuck Abbott. 

 



Southern Superintendent Plans to Step Down After 15 Years
After 15 y ears of serving as 
Southern York County school District’s 
superintendent, Dr.Thomas Hensley 
announced his retirement at the 
February 20, 2014 school board 
meeting. Hensley's announcement 
is "bittersweet," said Assistant 
Superintendent Sandra Lemmon. 

"We are happy for him to move into 
the next chapter of his life, but we 
are greatly saddened because he 
has made a significant difference in 
the district over the past 15 years," Lemmon said. 
 

Hensley contributed a "great passion" for 
education to the district, and also incorporated 

the community in a u nique way, 
said Wayne McCullough, the 
District Chief Financial and Operations 
Officer. Hensley's involvement in 
numerous community groups 
helped to build up the school as a 
whole, McCullough said. 

Hensley chose to leave at the end 
of his contract at the end of June 
and said he pl ans to spend more 
time with his family. Hensley hopes 
to see his two grandchildren more 

often, one who is 2-1/2 years old and one who is 
three months old. 

 

Wagner to Play Basketball at York College
Susquehannock High School senior Katie Wagner recently 
announced her commitment to play basketball when she attends 
York College in the fall. Wagner will attend York College as an 
undeclared major as she pursues different career paths. 

Wagner recently scored her 1,000th career goal when the 
Susquehannock girls’ basketball team played in the District III 
AAA championship game against West Perry High School. She 
was also selected to the District III AAA Girls Basketball All-
Tournament team. 

 

CALLING FOR ALUMNI NEWS
Be a r eporter. Let us know about things 
happening in your life or in a classmate’s life that 
should be s hared. Articles and pr ofiles that 
appear in this newsletter often come from alumni 
who keep in touch with their classmates. And do 
not be shy about sharing information about 

yourself. The newsletter staff also seeks 
suggestions for features in its “Alumni Spotlight” 
page. Our alumni members are the best source 
for this information. Contact: 

wayne.mccullough@sycsd.org. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH WITH SHS ON YouTube 

Alumni will also be fascinated with the district’s ‘YouTube’ channel, a showcase for the creative talents of 
Susquehannock students. In addition to alumni features, the channel includes a t reasure house of 
productions originally broadcast on the School District cable channel 99. Click here for a direct link to the 
YouTube Channel.  Warrior T.V. includes Warrior Chats (information for parents and taxpayers); Board 
meeting  re-broadcasts and archives); Southern Spotlight (student productions); Alumni Pride; Special 
Features (concerts, athletics, award ceremonies, and other student related events). 

(Katie Wagner, bottom center, her parents, 
Alan and Gretchen Wagner. Back row, 
Athletic Director Chuck Abbott, left, and 
Coach Dave Schriener.) 
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SCHOLARSHIP AND GIVING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALUMNI 
 
 
Name _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City           State      Zip __________________ 
 

 
 

REUNION NEWS 

Class of 1989 25th Reunion August 8-10, 2014 
The 25th class reunion will be the weekend of August 8th 2014. Plans are as follows: Friday Evening: Gathering at Seven’s Bar 
and Grille, New Freedom 7:00 pm – until?  Saturday Evening: Pending.  Sunday Morning: (optional) Breakfast at Mason Dixon 
Restaurant to wish our Out-of-Staters a safe trip home. More details will follow as event gets closer to the date. Contact Sherrie 
Prall at sherbear1420@yahoo.com; 717-345-6621 

Class of 1974 40th Reunion October 10-11, 2014 
The 40th class reunion will be held on October 10 & 11, 2014.  The class will be attending the homecoming football game on 
October 10.  A reunion dinner is planned at The Great American Saloon on October 11.  Contact Sherry Hayes Chubb at 
sjc0214@comcast.net , 717-417-6480 

Post your alumni reunion information on the District website at www.sycsd.org. Go to the “Add Reunion Information” page.  Send 
reunion photos to wayne.mccullough@sycsd.org. They will be included in the alumni newsletter. Please include a key to names 

for identification. 

Name: 

Street Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

 

 

Mail to: 

SYCSD Foundation 

PO Box 128 

Glen Rock, PA  17327-0128 

Contribution Allocation Amount 

General Scholarship Fund $ 

The Belinda S. Bensel-Hershey Scholarship $ 

Bill Jones Scholarship $ 

Bob McCoy Memorial Scholarship $ 

Curtis Stermer Memorial Scholarship $ 

Richard “Dick” Amspacher Memorial Scholarship $ 

Eric Gonzales Memorial Scholarship $ 

James Hartenstein, III Memorial Scholarship $ 

You will receive an 

acknowledgement of your gift 

for tax purposes. 

James McKinney Memorial Scholarship $ 

Jeff Hill Memorial Scholarship $ 

Karl Steger Scholarship $ 

Kathy Yeater Scholarship $ 

Kenneth J. Alwine Memorial Scholarship $ 

Loretta Rappoldt Memorial Scholarship $ 

Peggy Kingman Memorial Gift $ 

Ron Leese Scholarship $ 

Susquehannock High School Alumni Scholarship $ 

Thomas Kerrigan Memorial Scholarship $ 

Unrestricted Donation $ 

Susquehannock Alumni Field House Project $ 

Other (specify______________________)  

  

Total Contribution $ 
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